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the writings of the Fathers of the Church. Christian trait, 
large measure, is enshrined in their works. But here rises tht pe. 
Plexing question which Fathers to read, In so vast a libmy df. 
precious books, it is difficult to decide which to choose. Bishop Hedey : 
recommends as most stimulating and satisfying the writings of $ 
Augustine, St. Ambrose, and St. Bernard. i 
Probably the most valuable and edifying book after the Sond 
i of the Fathers is the Imitation of Chri.’ 
Tt contains enlightenment and inspiration for every condition of HE, 5 
and every state of mind. Tt is an unfailing source of consolation ad 
picoumgement. The author, toward the end of his life, wre, 
have sought for rest everywhere, but I have not found it, except laa F 
little comer, with a little book.” He was not, of course, speaking 
his own work, j 
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‘The smcentacyctical Mystic: Carports has sauna sioviiéa ‘a a 
"gout deal of interest in the teaching about Christ’s Mystical Body. 
‘Ose curious by-product of that interest has been the frequently re- 

iwsestion that the school theology since papregabesriea 


should contain a teaching utterly alien to’the litera J 
; tte the nod of i Sent Colbay cn 


chow whether the charge i justiied ot not. POPS be 
doguatic section’of ‘the Mystic Corporis is divided into two ep 


fn the fist part the Holy Father desctibes the Church 3) 
y of Christ. Int thie seeueid e tell shove, Fhe HNO 


“wiicainn 5 is spiritual seal te visible. It re 

kcal virtues of faith, hope mae charity. Our union’ 
perfected. by God the Holy Ghost dwelling within us, 
a8 the ‘Eucharistic sactifice, which is pre-eminently: 


a In the light ‘of the actual text ‘é the Mystici Corporis 
made ‘against the school. theology would seem to be. g 


a : *arious elements which are brought together in. the” ; 


“matic section have all been considered in the standard lit 
sacted. theology since the Middle Ages.. Moreover, 5 
heeaes: used, by the Holy Father have been ee in 
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~ ‘Phere is not one dogmatic element in the M-ystici Corporis neglected 

* ge overlooked in the standard literature of school theology since the 
Middle Ages. Obviously not every author taught every point. 
Agin, there were various individual writers and teachers who pre- 
vated elements of the Mystical Body doctrine imperfectly and in- 
_ ompletely, The charge however is levelled at school theology a5 

‘such, and that charge cannot be sustained. 

a Stil, it is one thing to say that the older school theologians did not 
.. “neglect the theology of the Mystical Body and quite another to deny 
“tet the Mystici Corporis and the various competent theological 
__ ‘teatises on this same subject in our own time represent a definite 
_ progress in theological science. Modern theologians such as Mura, 
Tromp and Groden have advanced the work of sacred theology con- 
_ Sidembly by writing their treatises on the Mystical Body. They have 
- performed a work which previous theologians had left undone, not 
because the older writers failed to consider the teaching, but simply 
aad solely because the science was not far enough advanced in previous 
times for the sort of work these recent theologians have ccomplished . 
What Pope Pius has done, and what the modern school theologians 
d the Mystical Body have done, is to bring together from every part of 
tieology the various theses which will help men to sppreciate, the 
iofable truth of the Catholic Church’s union with our Lord. In 
doing this they acted in accordance with the principle laid down by 
the Constitution Dei Filius of the Vatican Council, which taught that 
i ing; ~and a most 
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_. Message about the connection of the Catholic Church with out Leet 
The school theologians knew. and taught the theology of the Mysial 
. Body. A complete theological treatise on the Mystical Boly kat} 
in which all the theological elements pertinent to the Church's ania. 
with our Lord are brought together and compared, for the sake@s 
still more perfect and profound understanding of the mystery. Te 
complete theological treatise on the Mystical Body is oneal Gt 
glories of our own day, It would be naive in the extreme to Wht 


earlier theologians for not having done what has been dintinctivey 
& twentieth century work. 
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wal: sb, ae ese Sala aes ered ee | 
tintin aswell as righteous men were to be found im the ranks of the...” 
Chuith Militant. The. visibility of the.Church was attested in pass-. 


agswhich spoke of it as Civitas and Mons. ‘Ty each case the classical 


‘werkesiologist took either the passage in Scripture referring. directly, to: 


the Church or the patristic statement in which a sctiptaral text was 


Sppoprlated to the Church arid employed this statement In: proposng, 


iis torn ‘thesis. 


"Blege were a great many of these nantes. Turrecremaia® explains 
twenty-five of them and Francis Sounius. (1576)* <ighteen. : Thomas: 
Stapleton '(1598), Francis Suarez (1617), St. Robert Bellarmine (1621): 
wel Francis Syivius (1649) all employ over forty of them. . Rachname 
; Wie wed te show yo sien ee he : 
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Soul men could belong to the Church-or be partis 
CAtholic Church, they had no right to the dignity and the desig 
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‘Was 8 matter of slight importance.’ Adan: i 
Sylvins!t. finally rejected Turrecremata’s S22 
Upon an unwartanted analogical use.of the’ 
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‘Pellarniine’s teaching on the unity of the Church was instrumental in 


p doctrine of the Mystical Body. 
he St-reaching controversy relative to the proper definition of the 
Church militant of the New Testament was likewise decided in the 
tof the name Corpus Mysticum. Some of the classical ecclesiolo- 
as, notably Suarez and Sylvius?4 were convinced that an occult 
Insetic should not be numbered among those who. belong to.the ©... 
tholic Church. Basing their argument..upon the fact that the. - 
Comich is the Body of Christ, they reasoned that a man who belongs 
w the Church should have some patt of that life. . Since faith is the 
findamental act in the supematural order; they. concluded that: the 
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Tournely listed a great number of BAMES and Ggures of the yonk. 
In his theses however, the name Mystl Body is used more thea te: 
others. The same tendencies which 3Ppeat in D’Argentr’s vat 
are manifest in his. Asa matter of fact Toumely went further astay. 
than had his younger colleague. Where D D’Argentré had siggestels 
definition of the Church in function of the soul, Tournely acto . 


history of theological education. a 

Where Tournely had simply offered 2 definition of po 
terms of the soul, the brillizay German Jesuit Heinrich Kite (26 : 
made a- triple defmition of the Church #¢ basis of his ea 


‘Two of Kilber’s formulae describe the Church ‘Gnadequately,” #F 
function, of the soul alone, and the other in fmetion of the body #¥ 
Pete ie et “esti 
Robert’s definition of the Church itse elf. Heepenpne oe 
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